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Caste as an Assemblage of Touch:
Developing a Deleuzian Approach to Caste

Abstract:

How to study caste in organizing? While caste remains arguably one of the oldest ways of
organising work and workers into hierarchical systems in.one¢ of the most efficient ways: by
birth; it remains understudied and unacknowledged-within the organizational theory for its
non-Western context, non-stagnant form and complex. socio-historical origins (Bapuji et al,
2024; Chrispal et al, 2021). This manuscript is-a part of onto-epistemological process of
developing away to “touch” caste;~to imteract with the ongoing process of caste,
simultaneously changing it and being changed by it, acknowledging the materiality and spatio-
temporality of Deleuzian (2004) (de)territorialisation of caste processes and interactions.

By developing a way to approach caste and the connected processes of organising work and

life, we argue that caste is relational, and is in the process of becoming.
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