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Rights and Surveillance: Indian Citizenship at the Altar of NRC

Abstract: 

This paper is interested in mapping and understanding the different forms of surveillance that 
are empirically found in contemporary Assam—social and technological. It will map the 
technological aspects of surveillance, from digital infrastructures to biometrics, enabled by both 
private and state entities. This paper, however, is more focused on social surveillance of non-
state and state entities, whose actions and inactions (mutual surveillance) produce not only 
terror, fear, and anxiety among the surveilled population but also a “moral economy” of 
surveillance and punishment, too. It is through such experience of social surveillance that this 
paper hopes to show the “spaces of appearance” of the minority in public and private palaces.DO N
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